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Country, which were soon to lead to the severance of the
colonies, were already appearing. The colonies, becoming
more industrial, began to feel the trade restrictions imposed
upon them; already Governors, the nominees of the English
Crown, found themselves obstructed, if not attacked, by
the Colonial Assemblies,
the_ hardship The war brought to the colonies a particularly odious
upon the and burdensome interference with trade. Trade diminished
the°war by because of the uncertainty inseparable from War and the
increased dangers of maritime transit, but, in addition,
the chief means of colonial trade were definitely prohibited
by the Mother Country. Immediately on the outbreak
of War, all trade between the colonies and French posses-
sions became illicit: and this was a severe test to colonial
loyalty, as Canada and the French West Indian Islands
were a ready market for the export of foodstuffs, and the
British North American colonies depended on the French
West Indies for sugar, coffee and indigo,
and the cost While the colonies suffered in this way, they were at the
colonial war- same time called upon to face increased expenditure for the
*are"	maintenance of the War. For instance, the cost to the
colonies of the 1755 expedition was £170,000, to which
England contributed £120,000,* and as a result of the War
Connecticut had to meet a deficit of £70,000 or £80,000.
Nor was it the mere burden of the expense which the colonies
had to face, but still more the inequality of its incidence;
for in the absence of any central revenue or even co-ordinated
funds, the burden fell chiefly upon those colonies which
took up the task most loyally and readily. For instance,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York furnished almost
70 per cent, of the colonial troops, though their population
represented only about one-third of the total.2 On the other
hand, Carolina, Maryland and Pennsylvania, further from
the immediate danger, gave little assistance to the cause of
colonial defence.
The colonies were irritated still more by the presence of
the English regulars, especially when these, in the early
1 Beer, British Colonial Policy, 1754-65, p. 53.
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